
8th Grade English - Mrs. Clavette 

 

Welcome to English 8!  This sheet is designed to give you 

basic information about different components of our 

class.  You will be practicing reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening skills in many ways throughout the year.  The goal 

is to master each of our essential learning targets for 

eighth grade English by the end of the school year.  

 

Individual Reading Book 

You will need to bring an individual reading book to class 

each day.  We will often have time to read and share what we are reading with 

others.   Throughout the year, I will check in with you to make sure you are choosing a 

variety of books that are also “good fit” books. 

 

Daily Supplies 

* Each day you will need to bring the following items to class: 

- writing utensils (pen and pencil) 

- your individual reading book 

- your English folder 

- your English notebook  

* I will keep your composition notebook in the classroom.   

* I will let you know ahead of time if you will need to bring any other supplies to class. 

 

Class Behavior Expectations 

All students are expected to carry themselves responsibly, respectfully, and in a safe manner 

in our classroom.  Students will be asked to fix any problems they create for themselves, 

other students, other classes, and/or the teacher. If students are not able to solve the 

problem, or choose not to, I will help them find the solution. Solutions for each situation will 

be unique based on the special person and the special situation.  

  

Tardies 

Students will be marked tardy if they come to class after the bell has rung.  Please make 

sure that you make a plan for going to your locker (if necessary) and walking to class on 

time. 

 

Literature Circle Books and Class Novels 

Throughout the year, students will be asked to read specific books both within class and 

outside of class.  These books are owned by the school; therefore, students will need to pay 

for or replace any books that they have lost or damaged.  Please make sure that you are 

very careful with these books. 

 

 



Testing 

This year we will be using Lucy Calkin’s Writing Workshop curriculum. With this curriculum, 

you will take a pre-assessment and post-assessment for each of the four writing 

units.  These are on-demand writing assessments used to see what you know and can do 

without teacher assistance. Students will know their individual scores and set goals for 

future tests.  I will use the results to drive individual and whole-class instruction. 

 

Absences 

If you are absent, you will need to find out what you missed as soon as possible.  In class, 

we will discuss and review what you should do to catch up to your classmates once you 

return. 

 

Website 

I will update our class website as often as possible.  Please visit the site regularly for 

reminders about what was assigned in class, the vocabulary and concepts we are learning, 

and any other helpful information that I may be able to provide.  My website can be 

accessed through the district website or the link below. 

http://washington.manitowocpublicschools.org/departments/english/sarah_clavette__readin

g_specialist 

 

Parent/Teacher Contact 

I will keep the class website updated as often as possible.  I will also email updates and call 

home from time to time.  Please contact me if you have any questions about our class. 

clavettes@manitowocpublicschools.org  

(920) 683-4857 ext. 5754  
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